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The deadline for the January 2007 Bathford Bulletin is 15th December 2006. 
You may put your item in the “Bulletin Box”  in The Shop, or email or  deliver or post it to: 

Kenneth Spencer at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ. 
 Email address for items for the Bulletin: bulletin@bathford.org.uk 

Bathford Village website: http://www.bathford.org.uk 

 

REGULAR EVENTS 
Wednesdays Bathford Baby &  Toddler  Group 9:45-11:45am in the Parish Hall 

Thursdays 
 10:30am 
 
 2:00-3:00pm 
 
 7:30-8:30pm 

Hope &  Homes for  Children 
 Weekly coffee, book sale and conversation.  In the Parish Hall 
Pilates Class 
 Weekly, with Catherine Capsey, in the Parish Hall. (07795 213921) 
Keep Fit Class 
 Weekly, with Sue in the Parish Hall cost: £4.00 

DECEMBER 2006 
Friday 1st 
 8:00pm-00:00 

Royal Br itish Legion Club  Tickets £2.50 at the bar 
 Christmas Fancy Dress Disco  - drinks at the bar at the RBL Club 

Saturday 2nd 
 10:00am-noon 

Bathford Par ish Hall  (Anne Howard 858911) 
 Christmas Fayre  in the Parish Hall 
Royal Br itish Legion Club Bob McGee    8:00pm 

Sunday 3rd 
  6:30pm 

St Swithun’s Church 
 Advent Carol Service 

Saturday 9th Royal Br itish Legion Club Rob Sherwood  8:00pm 

Monday 11th 
 10:30am-noon 

St. Swithun’s Church 
 Toddler Group         at Val Stone’s house, 105 Mountain Wood (858894) 

Wednesday 13th St. Swithun’s Church 
 Baby & Toddler Group Christmas Party 

Friday 15th 
  7:00pm 

Hope &  Homes for  Children  (Tickets £9.00 Keith Masdin 858042) 
 “A Village Christmas”  Seasonal Meal & Entertainment in the Parish Hall 

Saturday 16th Royal Br itish Legion Club Red Baron    8:00pm 

Saturday 23rd Royal Br itish Legion Club Eddie Rogers 8:00pm 

Monday 29th The Bathford Society 
 “Mumford’s Vinyard”  with Tony Cox in the Parish Hall 

JANUARY 2007 

 
 The Bathford Bulletin 

December 2006 

The Bathford Village website is at : http://www.bathford.org.uk 
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ST. SWITHUN’S CHURCH BATHFORD 
Vicar: The Revd Tim Ling,  The Vicarage, 27 Church Street, Bathford. 
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Churchwardens: Gill Miller 858402  Graham Richardson 852608  
Readers: Gerry Miller 858402  Dennis Pearson 858293 
 Gill Gilbert 858927  Graham Richardson 852608 

Everyone is warmly welcome 

Sundays We have the following groups for children during our Sunday Services: 
Crèche (0-3); Children’s Church (3-10); Rock Solid Youth Group (Yr10+).  

   8:15am Holy Communion 
 10:00am First Sunday Church Family Service  
  2nd & 4th Sunday Holy Communion 
  3rd Sunday Morning Worship (no Communion) 
   6:30pm First Sunday Holy Communion 
  Other Sundays Evensong 
 

Mondays Prayer Time In Church 9:15-10:00am 
   2:00pm Service Community Room, each 2nd Monday 
 

Wednesdays Holy Communion (1st & 3rd weeks) & coffee 
 

Housegroups Details from the Vicar, Churchwarden or Notices. 
December  
Sunday 3rd Advent Carol Service at 6:30pm. 

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS  
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals are by arrangement with the Vicar 

 

 Funeral John Adams Anderson   30th October, 2006  
  Joy Isobel Seales    6th November, 2006  

THE OLD CHAPEL – HIGH STREET BATHFORD 
Pastor: Paul Ivory. Telephone: 01225 761954 and 07989 400606. 

Email: familyivory@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

First Sunday of each month: 6:00-8:00pm Outreach Service, with a Guest Speaker 
Second Sunday of each month: 10:30am-noon  Family Service  
Sundays (except 2nd Sunday): 6:00-7:45pm Evening Service 
Tuesday:  10:00am-noon Coffee drop-in  
Help-line Anyone needing help may please telephone the Pastor . 
The Chapel is evangelical in outlook and char ismatic in worship. Prayers are offered 
for  the sick. 

Bulletin completed 18th- 21st November 2006 
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NOTES FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
(T: 852486, 859007 E: clerk@bathford.net W: www.bathford.net) 

Calling all Community Groups! 

The Bath and North East Somerset Com-
pact has launched a new Code of Good 
Practice for Community Groups. Public 
consultation on the document runs to 
25th December. The new code has been 
written as part of the Compact (the 
agreement to establish better links be-
tween statutory and voluntary/community 
sectors).  Have your say on what you 
think of the code as it could shape the 
future of your organisation.  For a paper 
copy please contact Vanessa on 01249 
654089 or email vanessa@cvsnw.org.uk 
or visit their website at 
www.banescvs.org.uk. 
Master Plan for Bristol International 
Airport  

The final Plan for the airport has been 
published and a consultation period runs 
until 22nd December.  A copy of the plan 
can be obtained from the Clerk or 
downloaded from the airport website 
www.bristolairport.co.uk/masterplan. 
Any comments on the plan should be 
sent to Kate Durston, Development Con-
trol, North Somerset Council, Somerset 
House, Oxford Street, Weston-super-
Mare, BS23 1TG; email dccomments@n-
somerset.gov.uk 
13D Bus to Hayesfield School 

Following the parish council’s approach 
to First about the route of the 13D School 
Bus to Hayesfield, the council is pleased 
to announce that First have agreed to 
extend the route of the bus to Bath-
ford. The bus will leave Dovers Park at 
07:43am as from 20th November 2006. 
Families with students at Hayesfield 
School are encouraged to consider using 
this service. 
New Benches 

The parish council has taken delivery of 
several new benches. These will be 

stored over the winter and fixed into posi-
tion next spring. The parish council will 
use the time over the winter to prepare 
the sites and arrange for plaques to be 
made. 
Changes to pavement in Church 
Street  

At the time of going to press, work to put 
dropped kerbs at the junction of Dovers 
Lane and Dovers Park is due to start on 
22nd November, following by work to 
build out the pavement at the end of 
Church Street with Bathford Hill.  This 
work was identified by the parish’s Mobil-
ity Focus Group as necessary to improve 
the access to the post office and shop by 
those using mobility scooters and push-
chairs. Other areas for improvement 
have also been identified by the Group, 
but this first scheme represents a suc-
cessful start to a Parish Plan project. 
Footpath across village green 

The completion of the footpath means 
that another Parish Plan project has 
been achieved. The council is pleased to 
have received favourable comment and 
any views or suggestions for further im-
provements are welcomed. 
Christmas Lights 

The parish council is arranging for lights 
in the trees on the village green in sup-
port of the plans by the post office and 
shop to provide a Christmas Tree to 
decorate the village for the festive sea-
son. The start of the decorations will co-
incide with the shop’s late night opening 
event on 8 December. 
Date of next meeting 

Monday 15th January 2007 at 7:30pm in 
the Parish Office, Bathford Hill. 
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BATHFORD LINK 
The Annual General Meeting of Link took 
place on Thursday 6th November in the 
Community Room, Mountain Wood.   
The Chairman reported a good year in 
which 680 journeys had been made to 
assist with the attendance of clients at 
medical appointments, prescription col-
lection etc.  
During the year the need for financial 
stability had been addressed and he 
thanked donors, including the Parish 
Council, for their generosity. Thanks 
were due to all retiring officials & commit-
tee members and to the volunteers.  Spe-
cial thanks were offered to Sid & Marjorie 
Humphries who were retiring from 11 
years of organising the Tuesday Club 
and its trips.  Sid & Marjorie were pre-
sented with a clock to mark Link’s grati-
tude.  Their work will be taken over by 
Marion Wilkinson. 
Although rain forced the Annual Garden 
Party to be held in the Parish Hall, it had 
proved highly successful. 
The audited accounts showed that a defi-
cit of £382 in 2004/5 had been turned 
into a surplus of £528 in 2005/6 thus re-
storing the cash reserves. 
The Secretary reported that the Link 
Leaflet had been reprinted and distrib-
uted. All data relating to drivers, other 
volunteers and to users had been 
brought up to date. The meeting also 
approved several revisions to the Consti-
tution to bring it into line with current 
needs and activities. 
Elected for the year were: 
Chairman: ........................... Jack Mackay 
Vice Chair: ...................Marion Wilkinson 
Secretary: ..................... Tony Woodcock 
Treasurer: ...............................John Lees 
Co-ordinators: ............. Monica Stockwell 
    ...........Anne Howarth & Robert Wolsey 
Committee: ......... Jill Heeley; Gerry Miller 
    ................. David Sweett; David Geeve 

Bathford Baby & Toddler Group 
Please note new time: 10:00-11:30am.  
This term’s last session is a Christmas 
party on Wednesday 13th December. 
Rebecca Briggs 

Christmas presents for everyone 

"Christine Lewis plays Songs you love" in 
the Pump Room, Bath. 
CD vol 1; CD vol 2 at £10 each. 
Including As time goes by etc - in the 
Bathford Village Shop.  

Christine Lewis 

Can Link Help You? 
Link is a registered charity set up in 1994 
to assist the community with support and 
backup to local welfare organisations.  It 
is financed entirely by donations - from its 
users & from other generous supporters 
of our work. It can provide transport to 
surgery and hospital appointments, take 
disabled people to clubs & social activi-
ties, and other related assistance. If you 
would like to get in touch, ring one of the 
co-ordinators on: 07870 666582. 
Why not come along to the Link Informa-
tion Centre in the Mountain Wood Com-
munity Room every Tuesday morning 
10:30 - 11:30am and enjoy coffee and a 
friendly chat? 
Can You Help Link? 
All our activities are carried out by a group 
of much valued volunteers.  Without them 
we could not exist.  If you have spare time 
& would like to join us in this work (drivers 
and non drivers are welcome), please 
contact: 
Drivers: Gerry Miller Telephone 858402 
Other enquiries: Tony Woodcock 
 Telephone 859132 

Auction of Promises 
This event in November, raised £8,250. 
May we express our grateful thanks to all 
who made the event a success. 
Keith & Julia Masdin 
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Dear Friends, 
 

When I was at school our RE teacher was 
always late to lessons and often never 
turned up at all. The longer we waited for 
him to come, the wilder behaviour in the 
classroom became. (Ideal preparation for 
being a vicar!)  
Two thousand years ago, Jesus said that 
he was going to return one day to 
establish perfect order in the world. 
Unsurprisingly, by now behaviour in the 
classroom is pretty wild.  
How can we take this seriously today? 
And if not this, why should we believe 
anything that Jesus says? 
As you read this there are barely three 
weeks until Christmas Day and there is an 
enormous amount still to do to get ready. 
Those three weeks are going to disappear 
in a flash. But for any children you may 
know, every hour is going to seem like an 
eternity as they wait for the great day. 
The experience of time is very different 
depending on your perspective. 
Rather l ike children waiting for 
Christmas, the first Christians were 
already beginning to get impatient before 
the end of the first century, and others 
were giving them a hard time for it, 
saying, “Where is this ‘coming’  he 
promised?”  
But God’s perspective on the timing of 
Jesus’  return is somewhat different: ‘With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like a day. The 
Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, 
as some understand slowness.’  
So perhaps a better question is not ‘When 
will it be?’  but ‘Am I ready for it?’  
How do we know if we are ready for that 
day? 
The first step is by asking ourselves, ‘Am 
I looking forward to standing in front of 
the One who knows everything I have 
ever done or said or thought?’  
And, if not, ‘Have I thought much about 
why He came the first time?’  

Advent is a great time to reflect on these 
things: to think about what there is to do 
to get ready, all there is to enjoy as we 
wait, and all there is to look forward to 
when the Great Day comes. 
 

With best wishes for Advent and 
Christmas, 
 
 
 
 
Tim Ling 
Vicar, St. Swithun’s Church Bathford 
  
P.S.  Please see the Christmas card in 
the Bulletin. You are very warmly 
welcome to celebrate Christmas at all of 
the village services! 
 

Advent Carol Service at St. Swithun’s 
This year we will be marking the 
beginning of Advent with an Advent 
Carol service at 6:30pm on Sunday, 3rd 
December. You are warmly invited to 
come along and celebrate the coming of 
light into the darkness and the message 
of hope the light brings. 
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‘L ight Fantastic’  lights up the 
darkness! 

56 children enjoyed a light-filled party at 
St. Swithun’s on the night of 31st October 
as a fun-filled alternative to Hallowe’en. 
There were glow bracelets, lanterns, fairy 
lights, traffic lights(!) lights of every 
conceivable description, as well as crafts, 
games, songs played on electric guitars, 
saxophone, clarinet and drums by a 
young people’s band … and lots to eat 
and drink! People came dressed as 
brightly as they could, but nothing shone 
more brightly than the luminous-green 
high-visibility jacket that reflected the 
light in the darkness as a reminder of 
how the light of Jesus still shines even in 
the darkest darkness. A huge thank you 
to all who came and to everyone who 
worked so hard to give us such a bright 
and happy evening! 
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Try a Locally Sourced Christmas 
Dinner from Bathford Village Shop 

Christmas is coming, the geese (and 
turkeys) are getting fat near Bradford-on-
Avon, the vegetables are growing in 
Batheaston and customers can order them 
all from Bathford village shop.   
Tasty, traditionally made cranberry sauce, 
preserves, pickles, stuffing and mince pies 
from Paxcroft Farm in Wiltshire will also 
be available in the run-up to the festive 
season.  Other indulgent, locally sourced 
treats to accompany the Christmas feast 
include succulent sausages, bacon and 
cheeses from Sandridge Farm in Wiltshire 
as well as Hobbs House bread and cakes. 
Cards, jewellery, pottery and other crafts 
hand made by local artists make unique 
Christmas gifts.  There is an eclectic range 
on display in the shop.  We even have 
Christmas trees to order!  With late night 
opening through December (see below), 
we’ re hoping for a bumper Christmas so do 
pop in or phone the shop on 859186 to find 
out how your Christmas can be just a little 
more local and hassle free.   
Christmas Shopping - Late Night 
Opening! 
Attention all you out-of-village daytime 
workers: In the run up to Christmas, there 
will be late night opening until 8pm on 
Friday nights.  .  Join Paul and the team for 
a complimentary glass of mulled wine on 
the first late night Friday, the 8th of 
December. 
The shop will be closed on Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Years day. Otherwise 
during the holiday season (Dec 23rd-Jan 2nd) 
the shop will be open as normal: 
Mon-Fr i: 07:30-18:00; Sat: 07:30-17:30, 
Sun: 08:00-12:00. 
Plus watch out in early December for 
Bathford©s own village Christmas tree.  
With thanks for the tremendous support 
during the year, we wish the whole 
community a very happy Christmas from all 
at the shop! 
A Load of Old Cobblers ... 
Did you know that we offer a shoe mending 
service alongside dry cleaning? Simply 
bring your shoes in and we will do the rest. 

Local Chef Thrilled to Discover Hard-to-
Source Ingredients 

Local chef Vanessa, famous for her delicious, 
exquisitely decorated home-made celebration 
cakes, was surprised and delighted to find real 
yeast for sale at Bathford shop. "I did not realise 
the village was such a haven for bakers.  
Normally it’s hard to find fresh yeast." 
Remember there is a suggestion book at the 
shop. If there is sufficient demand, we can 
source almost anything - and do keep popping 
in, we are always updating our stock. 
A Helping Hand for East Harptree 
East Harptree, a village in the Mendips, visited 
Bathford recently to get some pointers on what 
is involved in saving a village shop. They met 
with committee members from BEFA and an 
upbeat video message was recorded and later 
shown at a public meeting in East Harptree.   
Members 
If you are a member and have not yet received 
your membership card, please contact 
membership secretary Di ana Smi th 
(Tel:858964). If you wish to join Bathford 
Enterprise for All (BEFA), the co-operative 
which runs the village shop, forms are available 
at the shop. Members are entitled to stand for 
and select the committee who run the shop. 
Stoppress- Volunteers 
December 12th is earmarked for volunteers to 
have a Christmas get-together. More details on 
the way. 
Margaret Gearty 

Pancake Race 
A picture of a Pancake Race in the Bathford 
book set a few of us thinking; it would be 
fun to revive the event and have pancake 
racing along Church Street again next 
spring? However, being newcomers to the 
village, we only have the photo to go on.  
We’d love to hear from anyone who 
remembers how the event was organised, 
or participated in it, especially any previous 
Pancake champions. Please could you 
email or call us with any thoughts:  
Sarah Bloomfield (T:851178)
sarah@sarahbloomfield.wanadoo.co.uk or 
Rebecca Briggs (T:851660)
Rebecca@trentham.com. 
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Global Awareness Service 
A service was held on Sunday, 5th 
November, led by our Global Awareness 
Group, on the theme of our responsibility to 
look after God’s creation. Video, drama, rap 
and even a doll’s house were used to help us 
think about and respond to our calling to be 
responsible stewards of God’s good earth. 
Tim Ling 

2006 Cup Winners 
Open Classes (Fruit, Flowers & Vegetables) 
..............................................Rosemary Drewett 
    runner-up ..................................... John Smart 
Floral  Arrangements ............................ EW Hart 
Cookery/Homecraft ................................ Jill Gigg 
    runner-up ........................................ Jean Law 
Handicraft........................................ Joyce Helps 
Photography ....................................David Berry 
Best Exhibit in Show ....................Charlotte Rice 
Best Rose Exhibit ...................... Kathleen Watts 
Best Flowering Plant.............Rosemary Drewett 
Children©s Section .......................Molly Seymour 
Allotment Novices Cup ...................Mrs Bullruck 
Allotment Tray Class - 4 kinds of vegetable 
    1st ....................................... Jennifer Ferriday 
    2nd ....................................................Mo Rice 
    3rd ....................................... Jenny Lillingston 
Open Tray Class - 4 kinds of vegetable 
    1st ............................................ Martin Wright 
    2nd ..............................................Penny Grist 
    =3rd...........Roger Boakes & Maureen Breeze 

Best Kept Allotment Competition 
Bathford Parish Council are the generous 
sponsors of this competition and the 
Judging by Flower Show Committee 
members and Associates takes place 
between June, July and August. The 
Judges look for a good mix of vegetables, 
fruit, flowers and herbs, a compost bin and 
well kept edges and paths. Also, make 
sure your plot is clearly numbered.  
This year©s winners were 
1st ..................................Dennis Wilson   £20.00 
2nd.................................Mike Smith        £15.00 
3rd................................. David Rouse      £10.00 
Highly Commended: 
............... Yvonne Francis £5.00; Mo Rice £5.00 

Rosemary Drewett 
Chairman Bathford Flower Show 

The Bathford Players 
The Bathford Players are seeking actors, 
dancers, musicians, comedians and 
singers for their February production 
"Panto-Monium". Rehearsals will start 
late November. There are still many parts 
available for everyone! No matter what 
their talent (or age!). Everyone is 
welcome! This would be a good 
introduction for new members as it will be 
less stressful than a big production. 
We are also seeking a musical director, 
preferably with Piano Playing experience 
to join the group and help with musical 
arrangements. Please note: The Bathford 
Players are an amateur group and 
therefore no remuneration can be paid for 
the post. 
P l e a s e  e m a i l  b a t h f o r d -
players@hotmail.co.uk or contact Luke 
(851265) or Jane (859974). 
Luke John Emmett 
We apologise to the Bathford Players and to  
Helen Bevan, for the unfortunate omission of 
an important notice relating to the dates of 
their Autumn production. 
Editor 

Bathford Flower Show 2006 
This year©s Show was a tremendous 
success, with a record 685 entries from 
112 competitors.  Entries were up 128 
and competitors by a third. Well done 
and thank you to all who took 
part. Particularly encouraging was the 
number of young people and families, 
which bodes well for the ongoing success 
of the Show. Our thanks go to Alison 
Watts, Martin Wright, Steve Parker and 
Gordon Drewett who helped the 
Committee in setting up the Show. Profit 
from the Show was £83.32, thanks in part 
to a very successful raffle and our 
President, Philip Smart, who for many 
years has produced and printed the 
Schedules.  We look forward to seeing 
you all at next year©s Show on Saturday, 
1st September 2007. 


