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The deadline for the June 2007 Bathford Bulletin  is 15th May 2007. 
You may put your item in the “Bulletin Box” in The Shop, or email or deliver or post it to: 

Kenneth Spencer at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ. 
 Email address for items for the Bulletin: bulletin@bathford.org.uk 

Bathford Village website: http://www.bathford.org.uk 
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Tuesdays 
 10:30-11:30am 

Bathford Link   in the Community Room (MWood) 
 Information centre meeting, coffee and chat. 

Wednesdays Bathford Baby & Toddler Group  10:00-11:30am  in the Parish Hall 
Thursdays 
 10:30am-noon 
   7:30-8:30pm 

Hope & Homes for Children  (3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st) 
 Weekly coffee, book sale and conversation.  in the Parish Hall 
Keep Fit Class weekly—get in shape in the Parish Hall cost: £4.00 

� �� ������
Saturday 5th Royal British Legion Club  8:00pm Red Baron Road Show 

Saturday 12th Royal British Legion Club  8:00pm Scott 
Monday 14th Parish Council 7:30pm Meeting in the Parish Office 
Tuesday 15th 
 11:00am-1:00pm 

Genesis Project/SOFA Project in the Christian Centre, Snow Hill 
 Affordable Furniture Show  (for residents on low incomes) 

Thursday 17th 
 8:00pm 

Bathford Parish Hall  
 Management Committee meeting—regular users should please attend 

Saturday 19th 
 11:00am 
 
   7:30pm 
 
    8:00pm 

Hope & Homes for Children  at Church Farm, Pump Lane 
 Plant Sale (+ ploughman’s lunch) with thanks to Philip & Ann Harris 
Friends of Bathford School  in the Parish Hall 
 “Curry & Karaoke”            Tickets £12.50 from the School or T:858084  
Royal British Legion Club 
 Velvet Solitaire 

Saturday 26th 
   8:45pm 

Royal British Legion Club 
 Steve Robinson (2 45minute slots) 

Sunday 27th 
 10:00am-5:00pm 

Art of the Matter   in the Green Park Station, Bath 
 Music and Recycled Art Exhibition and Mosaic (am) & Furniture (pm) 

� ��� ������
Sunday 3rd 
  10:00am&3:00pm 

Art of the Matter   in the Green Park Station, Bath 
 Music, and Uses of Recycled Paper (am) and Sculpture (pm) 

Saturday 23rd 
 

Hope & Homes for Children  throughout the village 
 Musical Evening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bathford Village on the Web:  http://www.bathford.org.uk 
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ST. SWITHUN’S CHURCH BATHFORD 

Vicar : The Revd Tim Ling,  The Vicarage, 27 Church Street, Bathford. 
E: ling.tim@tiscali.co.uk W:www.stswithunsbathford.co.uk T: 01225 858325 

Churchwardens: Gill Miller 858402  Graham Richardson 852608  
Readers: Gerry Miller 858402  Dennis Pearson 858293 
 Gill Gilbert 858927  Graham Richardson 852608 

Everyone is warmly welcome 

Sundays We have the following groups for children during our Sunday Services: 
Crèche (0-3); Children’s Church (3-10); Rock Solid Youth Group (Yr10+).  

   8:15am Holy Communion 
 10:00am First Sunday Family Sunday: Jesus as our friend  
  2nd & 4th Sunday Holy Communion 
  3rd Sunday Morning Worship (no Communion) 
   6:30pm First Sunday Holy Communion 
  Other Sundays Evensong 
 

Mondays Prayer Time In Church 9:15-10:00am 
   2:00pm Service Community Room, each 2nd Monday 
 

Wednesdays Holy Communion (1st & 3rd weeks) & coffee 
 

Housegroups Details from the Vicar, Churchwarden or Notices. 

 

FROM  THE PARISH  REGISTERS  
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals are by arrangement with the Vicar 

 

Wedding 
 Rachel Masdin and Mark Homer ....................................... 31st March 2007 

THE OLD  CHAPEL  – HIGH  STREET  BATHFORD  
Pastor: Paul Ivory. T: 01225 761954 and 07989 400606. 

E: familyivory@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

First Sunday of each month: 6:00-8:00pm Outreach Service, with a Guest Speaker 
Second Sunday of each month: 10:30am-noon  Family Service  
Sundays (except 2nd Sunday): 6:00-7:45pm Evening Service 
Tuesday:  10:00am-noon Coffee drop-in  
Help-line Anyone needing help may please telephone the Pastor. 
The Chapel is evangelical in outlook and charismatic in worship. Prayers are offered for the 
sick. 

Bulletin completed 18th– 22nd April 2007 

Christian Aid Week 
The number of people living in poverty has fallen beneath one billion, the World Bank 
said. That’s one million people surviving on one dollar a day. Please help by making 
and gift aiding your donation during Christian Aid Week 14th to 21st  May. Thank you. 

Martin Wright 

 The Bathford Bulletin —May 2007 page 7 

The Bathford Bulletin is for one and all: email us your news, reports, and events:  bulletin@bathford.org.uk 

���������	
��
Royal British Legion 

We are having are Poppy Appeal launch 
on Sunday the 15th of July. We will have 
a garden party in the afternoon, and we 
will suitably decorate the legion car park 
and use the village green. 
Cream teas, jam and scones will  be 
served, the re will be an outside bar and a 
barbecue, and if all goes to plan, a brass 
band. 
This will be the official launch of the 
village poppy appeal we have decide to 
put it on in July so as not to clash with the 
school fête in June and the legion fête in 
August. Please come along and support a 
very good cause, as I would remind you 
all that there are still our boys and girls 
out there on two fronts and also not 
forgetting those that gave their lives so we 
may enjoy ours. 
There will be a horse racing night soon 
and we are hosting a QUIZ NIGHT on 
Friday the 18th of May with your quiz 
master Alan Collins. 
If any of readers know of any ex-service 
men or women in need of help or support 
then please let me know on 01179 
454193 or 07919628315 

Chris Skelton , RBL Branch Chairman 

The Bathford Society 

Warleigh Lodge Farm Visit  - 4th June 

Would the people who signed up for this 
visit please phone Fae (858882) to 
confirm by the 29th May.  
We meet at the farm, the first building on 
the right down Warleigh Lane at 7:15pm.  
The visit will take place irrespective of 
the weather, so bring footwear suitable 
for field walking. 

David Howells , The Bathford Society 

Have Your Say on Health in 
Your  Area 

Do you want to try something new, to 
do something to help your 

community, or to improve your job 
prospects? 

If you’re 18 years or over, interested in 
health and use health services in your 
local area, you could volunteer with a 
Patient & Public Involvement (PPI) 
Forum. 
The purpose of the forums is to raise 
awareness of health issues across the 
local area and to work with their NHS 
Trust to find solutions and improve health 
services for the general public.  Training 
and expenses are provided. 

So if you want to…  
· Really make a difference to local health 

services 
· Improve your knowledge of health issues 
· Enhance your CV – you’re 73% more likely 

to get a job with volunteering experience 
over those without 

· Improve your quality of life – volunteering is 
good for your mental and physical 
wellbeing! 

Get in touch with us today! 
 

Commission for Patient & Public 
Involvement in Health 

www.cppih.org 
0845 1207111 

enquiriessw@cppih.org  
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Bathford Village Shop News  
On May 5th we Celebrate our First Birthday 

And It’s All Thanks to You! 
Bathford Village Shop celebrates one 
year of successful trading on 5th May. 
There have been many highlights in the 
past year – but perhaps the main source 
of relief and pride is the fact that, one year 
on, not only are we open but we’re 
flourishing. The idea of a shop that serves 
all the community and that is a ‘hub’ for 
the village has remained intact and is 
reflected in our wide range of goods, our 
commitment to local sourcing and our 
ordering and delivery service. The ‘hub’ 
idea is well illustrated by the popularity of 
the small coffee area. At the same time, 
the challenge of becoming a successful 
business has also been pursued. 
Turnover has exceeded original 
projections by over 25%, the number of 
product lines has increased to 
approximately 2000 and over 3.5 
thousand hours of volunteer time have 
been clocked up by the community 
members who staff the shop.  
This success is in no small part down to 
our tireless and enthusiastic manager 
Paul Faulkner together with an equally 
tireless management committee and our 
solid base of volunteers. Yet we 
recognise that these efforts would have 
been in vain without the overwhelming 
local support that has been the highlight 
of the year. From the early weeks in May 
2006, when customers patiently stood in 
line with full baskets whilst volunteers got 
to grips with our complicated till, to July 
2006 when our 200+ co-operative 
members had the chance to elect their 
management committee, through to the 
Autumn when harvest donations from the 
local allotments poured in, the support 
and goodwill from the community and 
local organisations has been second to 
none and it is with a very big thank-you to 
you all that we embark on our second 
year of trading.  

Future Directions 

As we move into that second year, the 
focus will be on consolidating and 
developing.  Our hope is to become self-
sufficient without the need to rely on 
external funding and undertake as much 
fundraising.  We wish to continue to 
develop our service to the community 
and sustain the project.  Significant 
energy and effort has been invested by 
the committee and the shop manager in 
the past year and, in April we set about 
recruiting a part-time assistant manager 
who would lend a general hand, as well 
as help to support and develop our 
volunteers.  

Shop Opening Hours 

The volunteer support has enabled 
opening hours to be extended during the 
year to: 
 Weekdays ................ 7:30am–  6:00pm 
 Saturdays ................. 7:30am–  5:30pm 
 Sundays ................... 8:00am–12.30pm 

Shop Contact Details 
 Bathford Village Shop, 
 54 Bathford Hill, 
 Bathford. Bath BA1 7SN  
 Manager: ....................... Paul Faulkner 
 Telephone: ................. (01225) 859186 
BEFA and the Shop Online 

Background information about BEFA & 
the Village Shop, newsletters, stock & 
service information and details on how to 
join BEFA or to become a volunteer in 
the shop is on the Parish Council’s 
website under “Local Organisations”:  
http://www.bathford.net/befa.php      and 
http://www.bathford.net/shop.php 
Contact and other information is also 
present on the Bathford Village website 
(http://www.bathfoprd.org.uk), on the 
Businesses (for the Shop) & Associations 
(for BEFA) pages. 

Louise Daniels and 
Margaret Gearty 
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Dear Friends, 
In the middle of April nearly two hundred 
people enjoyed a marvellous concert in 
St. Swithun’s held in aid of the Village Co
-operative shop and given by students 
from the Ipswich High School in 
Massachusetts. Just days earlier, thirty 
students from Virginia Tech College had 
been shot dead by a fellow student. 
Not long after that, a group of young 
people from Bathford accompanied by a 
dozen or so adults went on a highly 
successful youth twinning trip organised 
by Helen & Richard Lees to Artannes in 
France. At the same time, newspapers 
are filled with horror stories about young 
people and racism is rampant. 
The world is an extraordinary mixture of 
the wonderful and the wicked. There is a 
powerful scene in the film Good Morning 
Vietnam which captures this perfectly. At 
the beginning you see the beautiful 
Vietnamese countryside, attractive 
children playing in the fields, friendly 
students chatting at pavement cafés. 
Then suddenly the countryside is set 
ablaze by helicopters dropping napalm, 
terrified children run screaming, the café 
is destroyed by a bomb and in reprisal 
people are rounded up and shot. And all 
this is happening to the music of Louis 
Armstrong singing What a Wonderful World. 
The world is a wonderful place and yet it 
can be a dark place; people have such 
potential for good and yet such capacity 
for evil. How are we to account for this? 
The Christian answer is that God created 
human beings in his own image but that 
we have rebelled against his rule and as 
a result that image has been very badly 
damaged. Damaged but not destroyed - 
hence the powerful mixture of good & bad. 
What future is there for us? Things seem 
to be getting worse, not better. The 
Christian answer is that there can be a 
very great future for us. God has not 
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given up on human beings. How do we 
know this? Because he became one of 
them in order to put things right. He 
became one of us to enable us to be the 
people that deep down we want to be, 
that we were created to be. It doesn’t 
come more people-affirming than that! 
So when is it going to happen? Well, I’m 
afraid I’ve run out of space, so that’ll have 
to be a question for another day! Or, feel 
free to come along to the next ‘Christianity 
Explored’ course, which begins on 
Thursday, 3rd May at 7:45pm in St. 
Swithun’s. 
With best wishes, 

Tim Ling  

Heraldic Emblem for Bathford 
(now on the Bulletin cover)  

The emblem is in the simplest heraldic 
form of just a shield in the current style of 
the College of Arms. The “arms” are in no 
way official, i.e. granted by Letters Patent 
from the College of Arms, and are an 
emblem of an heraldic nature only.  
The Arms in heraldic language: “Per 
chevron Azure and Vert in chief a Sprig of 
Oak and a Dragon rampant in base 
issuant a representation of Browne’s Folly 
all within a Bordure Or charged with 
sixteen Gouttes d’Eau”. 
And in everyday terms: “An inverted V 
divides the shield with blue at the top and 
green at the bottom. At the top is a gold 
sprig of oak and a gold dragon. At the 
bottom is a representation of Browne’s 
Folly in gold. The whole is within a gold 
border with edges like the battlements of 
a castle, on this are blue drops of water.” 

Rationale 

The inverted V or chevron suggests a 
green hill against a blue sky, representing 
the local landscape. The shape also lends 
itself to the spatial layout of the other 
emblems.                (continued on page 4) 
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Bathford Twinning Association News 
House Party in Normandy 

The twinning link between Bathford and 
Artannes-sur-Indre has begun to blossom 
into a range of activities. The first has just 
taken place with a house party in Nor-
mandy in the week of 9th - 16th March. 
A large manor house near the east coast 
of Normandy became available and a 
mixed group from the two twinned villages 
gathered for a relaxed week together. 11 
British and 10 French people took part, 
some staying only for a few days and oth-
ers for the whole week. 
The main social highlight was the evening 
meal which was home cooked in the 
manor by the participants. French and 
British cooked alternate nights and a dif-
ferent person took responsibility for each 
meal. Most nights there were 17 people 
sitting down so this was quite an under-
taking. The cooking talent which emerged 
was astonishing and every night was a 
banquet. The French were quite taken 

aback by the excellence of British cook-
ing and all the cooks enjoyed learning 
from each other. We hope to collect the 
recipes used during the week and publish 
them on the twinning web site for the use 
of anyone having to cater for a large din-
ner party! 
It was a week of splendid Spring sun-
shine and during the daytime people dis-
persed in all directions to visit the muse-
ums and sites connected with the D day 
landings, the local markets, pretty fishing 
villages in the area and even Bayeux to 
see the famous tapestry of William the 
Conqueror’s invasion of England in 1066. 
The French enjoyed that! 
Prudent housekeeping resulted in a sur-
plus in the communal kitty of some 430 
Euros (c.£300). It was decided to donate 
it to the Artannes twinning organisation to 
help with their expenses in hosting the 
forthcoming visit of Bathford young peo-
ple in April. 
This was an enjoyable week and an ex-
ample of the spin-off which is starting to 
take place in addition to the annual Bath-
ford/Artannes exchange visits. 
(Report by Chris Eker) 

July Visit This is now confirmed for 5th - 
9th July in Bathford. A programme is be-
ing prepared which will provide visits to 
gardens, both locally and in the Cots-
wolds, and the usual evening social oc-
casions when everyone in the village will 
have the chance to meet the French visi-
tors. Colin Priston is hoping to put on one 
of his ever popular Safari Suppers as 
part of the entertainment. 
We will be contacting everyone soon re-
garding accommodation. 

Ramble & Pub Supper An evening ram-
ble involving a walk of about 5 miles and 
ending up at a suitable pub for supper is 
in course of preparation for the summer.  
Details to follow soon! 

Tony Woodcock  (859132) 

(continued from page 3) 

The sprig of oak represents the rural 
nature of the area, its flora and fauna, 
and Browne’s Folly Nature Reserve. 
The dragon comes from the arms of the 
Somerset County Council, in its original 
gold colour, itself derived from the 
ancient symbol of the Kingdom of Wessex. 
Browne’s Folly is depicted in gold, to 
stand out better against the green. 
The gold border reflects the colour of the 
local stone, with embattled edges 
alluding to the walled village of Bathford. 
The drops of water refer to the dedication 
of the parish church to St. Swithun, 
Raindrops are a traditional symbol used 
to represent him in ecclesiastical 
heraldry. Also raindrops are the source of 
all rivers: a reference to the River Avon. 

Robert Young  (Designer of the Blazon) 
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NOTES FROM  YOUR PARISH  COUNCIL  
(T: 852486, 859007 E: clerk@bathford.net W: www.bathford.net) 

Parish Council Elections Fewer than 11 
candidates stood for election to the parish 
council so the election was uncontested.  At 
the 3rd May 2007, membership of the parish 
council will be as follows: 
Hugh Baker  
 8 Meadow Park, BA1 7PX ............ T:858935 
Susan Barclay  
 57 Dovers Park, BA1 7UD ............ T:858966 
Shirley Beazer  ...................... Belgrave House,  
 Pleasant Place, BA1 7TL .............. T:859982 
Wendy Chambers  .............. Hanover Square East 
 Warleigh, BA1 8EE ....................... T:859543 
Stan Cherry  
 19 Bathford Hill, BA1 7SW ............ T:859344 
John Lloyd  
 55 Dovers Park, BA1 7UD ............ T:858995 
Ian Plain  ................. 33 Bathford Hill, BA1 7SW 
  .......................................... T:0844 933 3000 
Jean Vesey  
 64 Dovers Park, BA1 7UD ............ T:858462 
Richard Wickham  
 83 Dovers Park, BA1 7UE ............ T:851171 

The parish council will have two vacancies  so 
if anyone would like to consider joining the 
council as a co-opted member then please 
contact the Clerk. 

Sally Broadway & Jan Hooker  Sally & Jan 
decided not to stand for re-election this 
year. The council wishes to record its sincere 
thanks to both of them for their hard work and 
significant contributions, particularly on the 
Planning Committee.   

Annual Parish Meeting (APM)  The council 
thanks all who attended the APM on 16th 
April. The council hopes parishioners agree 
that it was an informative and successful 
meeting. They are particularly grateful to 
those village organisations that put up dis-
plays for people to look at during the coffee 
break. 30 or so parishioners heard reports 
from the Chair of the parish council and its 
committees about progress in the past year. 

Ken Spencer gave a short presentation on his 
thoughts about the future of the Bathford Bul-
letin and invited comments. Nick Baker, Home 
Composting Advisor, gave a talk on the bene-
fits of home composting which was found 
helpful. In the coffee break parishioners could 

speak to the Chair of the School Governors 
and see the plans to extend the school, creat-
ing 2 new classrooms, assembly hall & admin 
block. Written reports from St Swithun’s, 
BEFA, and the Park & Ride proposals at Lam-
bridge were also available to take away. All 
the reports from the APM are available on the 
parish council’s website and from the Clerk. 

Village of the Year Competition The parish 
council hasn’t the capacity to organise an en-
try into the competition this year. If any parish-
ioner would like to get a group together to con-
sider the information required for an entry then 
please contact the Clerk for details. The clos-
ing date for entries is 31st May 2007. 

Date of next meeting 7:00pm, Monday 14th 
May, parish office, Bathford Hill. 

Ruth Holding , Clerk to Bathford Parish Council 

In Defence of Dogs 
I like cats.  I love dogs. 
Cats are beautiful, stylish, cool and 
supercilious. Dogs are chummy, raffish, 
boisterous and exuberant. Dogs walk 
cheerfully over the earth.  Who ever met a cat 
with a sense of humour? 
Cats, at home alone, almost certainly, spend 
(waste?) long hours watching make-over 
programs, reading the Telegraph supplements 
and delicately sipping a gin and tonic. For 
dogs it’s a pint of lager, probably in a tankard 
‘lifted’ from the British Legion, and ‘Porridge’ or 
‘Only Fools and Horses’.  They claim to read 
the Independent, but I suspect that some 
pooches of my acquaintance (let it be 
whispered) are covert subscribers to the Sun. 
Seriously and surprisingly, one survey did 
show that cats are responsible for more eye 
infections in children than are dogs 
However I, too, hate dog  fouling.  Dog mess 
is truly offensive.  Dogs, shame on them, have 
never learned to use a litter tray. Most dog 
owners clear up with care, but are still 
sometimes blamed for the sins of others. 
So, I am joining in the clamour: Please, 
please, clear it up! 

JK 


