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The deadline for the July 2007 Bathford Bulletin  is 15th June 2007. 
You may put your item in the “Bulletin Box” in The Shop, or email or deliver or post it to: 

Kenneth Spencer at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ. 
 Email address for items for the Bulletin: bulletin@bathford.org.uk 

Bathford Village website: http://www.bathford.org.uk 
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Tuesdays 
 10:30-11:30am 

Bathford Link   in the Community Room (Mn Wood) 
 Information centre meeting, coffee and chat. 

Wednesdays Bathford Baby & Toddler Group  10:00-11:30am  in the Parish Hall 
Thursdays 
 10:30am-noon 
   7:30-8:30pm 

Hope & Homes for Children  (7th, 14th, 21st, 28th) 
 Weekly coffee, book sale and conversation.  in the Parish Hall 
Keep Fit Class weekly—get in shape in the Parish Hall cost: £4.00 
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Saturday 2nd Royal British Legion Club  8:00pm Rob Sherwood 

Sunday 3rd 
  10:00am&3:00pm 

Art of the Matter   in the Green Park Station, Bath 
 Music, and Uses of Recycled Paper (am) and Sculpture (pm) 

Saturday 9th Royal British Legion Club  8:00pm Dave Key 

Monday 11th 
 10:00am 

Bathford Toddlers (please let us have numbers, & do not bring buggies) 
 Visit to Warleigh Lodge Farm meet at Parish Hall 

Friday 15th 
  8:00pm 

Royal British Legion Club  Falklands commemoration- tickets £2.00 
 Don’t Cry for me Sergeant Major! Fancy dress/karaoke/raffle 

Saturday 16th Royal British Legion Club  8:00pm Johnny Desmond Duo  

Sunday 17th Royal British Legion Club  1:00pm Mess Lunch & Falklands service 

Monday 18th Parish Council  7:30pm Meeting in the Parish Office 

Saturday 23rd 
 see p6 for times 

Hope & Homes for Children 
 Music Day—see programme on page 6. throughout the village 
Royal British Legion Club  8:00pm Inspiration Duo—Legion Debut! 

Monday 25th 
 10:15am 

St Swithun’s Church       in the south aisle, with coffee & cake & creche 
 Parenting Course—all parents welcome to discuss parenting challenges 

Saturday 30th Royal British Legion Club  8:00pm Mike David 
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Saturday 14th 
Sunday 15th 

The Bathford Society 10:30am-5:30pm in the Parish Hall 
 Archive Open Day    please see page 7 for full details 

Thursday 19th 
 8:00pm 

Bathford Parish Hall  
 Management Committee meeting —regular users should please attend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bathford Village on the Web:  http://www.bathford.org.uk 
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ST. SWITHUN’S CHURCH BATHFORD 

Vicar : The Revd Tim Ling,  The Vicarage, 27 Church Street, Bathford. 
E: ling.tim@tiscali.co.uk W:www.stswithunsbathford.co.uk T: 01225 858325 

Churchwardens: Gill Miller 858402  Graham Richardson 852608  
Readers: Gerry Miller 858402  Dennis Pearson 858293 
 Gill Gilbert 858927  Graham Richardson 852608 

Everyone is warmly welcome 

Sundays We have the following groups for children during our Sunday Services: 
Crèche (0-3); Children’s Church (3-10); Rock Solid Youth Group (Yr10+).  

   8:15am Holy Communion 
 10:00am First Sunday Family Sunday: Jesus as our friend  
  2nd & 4th Sunday Holy Communion 
  3rd Sunday Morning Worship (no Communion) 
   6:30pm First Sunday Holy Communion 
  Other Sundays Evensong 
 

Mondays Prayer Time In Church 9:15-10:00am 
   2:00pm Service Community Room, each 2nd Monday 
 

Wednesdays Holy Communion (1st & 3rd weeks) & coffee 
 

Housegroups Details from the Vicar, Churchwarden or Notices. 

 

FROM  THE PARISH  REGISTERS  
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals are by arrangement with the Vicar 

 

Funeral 
  Doris Mitton     3rd May, 2007  

THE OLD  CHAPEL  – HIGH  STREET  BATHFORD  
Pastor: Paul Ivory. T: 01225 761954 and 07989 400606. 

E: familyivory@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

First Sunday of each month: 6:00-8:00pm Outreach Service, with a Guest Speaker 
Second Sunday of each month: 10:30am-noon  Family Service  
Sundays (except 2nd Sunday): 6:00-7:45pm Evening Service 
Tuesday:  10:00am-noon Coffee drop-in  
Help-line Anyone needing help may please telephone the Pastor. 
The Chapel is evangelical in outlook and charismatic in worship. Prayers are offered for the 
sick. 

Letter from Tim Ling, Vicar at St Swithun’s Church  

Dear Friends, 
There is a saying that you sometimes hear 
people use: ‘Those were the days when men 
were men.’ I normally hear it when a shelf 
I’ve put up falls down. 

Today women play a much fuller role in 
society: on the factory floor, in the 
boardroom, on the sports field, in local and 
national government. Men (some, at least) are 
more involved in the home: sharing the  

(continued on page 3) 
Bulletin completed 18th– 22nd May 2007 
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Royal British Legion 

We will have our poppy launch on Sunday 
the 15th of July with a garden party with 
cream teas and sandwiches and the 
outside bar and barbecue. We hope to 
create an English country garden in the 
heart of the village and to cap it all I have 
booked the Marshfield brass band to play 
for us during the afternoon. 
If you are able to bake a cake or make 
half a dozen scones please get in touch 
nearer the time- all help will be greatly 
appreciated for this good cause. 
In 1982 we sent a task force to retake the 
Falkland Islands which in true British style 
we did sending a message around the 
world that although we are a small island 
we take care of what's ours and the 
people that live in these far of places can 
still feel safe under a British flag. 
So to commemorate the 25th anniversary 
of the Falklands Island campaign we are 
holding two events in the village. 
On Friday 15th June there will be a fancy 
dress disco with a military theme with 
prizes for the best costume. Tickets will 
cost £2.00 on the door. And on Sunday 
17th of June at 13:00 we are having a 
Mess style lunch and a short service in 
the Legion to honour those that fell in the 
Falklands. This is an open invitation to all 
that wish to remember what happened 25 
years ago, we hope to see you all there. 
I can be contacted on 01179454193 or 
07919 628315. 

Chris Skelton , RBL Branch Chairman 

The Bathford Society 

Advance Notice  The popularity of last 
year's Open Day of the archives has 
encouraged us to repeat it this year - and 
for two days to give you more time.  
Everyone is welcome to browse a 
selection of the photograph albums, 
census records, various pamphlets on 
local history matters, old maps, etc. on 
St. Swithun's weekend.  
 When: ..... Sat/Sun 14th & 15th July 
  .......................... 10:30am - 5:30pm  
 Where: .......................... Parish Hall  

David Howells , The Bathford Society 

April Jumble Sale 

We would like to say thank you to all who 
helped, participated and supported the St 
Swithun’s Church jumble sale on 21st 
April. We raised £851.32p for the Church 
Building Fund. 

Mo and John 

Bathford Twinning Association 
Evening Ramble 

On Friday June 15th we will have an 
evening ramble in the Compton Dando 
area. 
A party of about 30 French people will be 
visiting us over the period July 5th to 9th 
so if you want to get involved in that or 
indeed just find out more about the 
Twinning Association, do come along 
and enjoy the ramble. 
We will be meeting at 6:15pm sharp in 
Bathford outside the Crown pub when we 
will try to fill up cars to go to Compton 
Dando. The walk should take about 2 
hours, will not be strenuous, and we will 
finish up afterwards at a pub for a drink. 
If you need any more details ring: 

Julia Masdin  (T:858042) 
Bathford Toddlers 

Please see the diary for notice of our visit 
to Warleigh Lodge Farm. As we will be 
going by tractor & trailer, please do not 
bring buggies! We would also appreciate 
an idea of numbers, so let us know! 

Rebecca Briggs 
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Hope and Homes for Children 
Music Day Programme 

As listed on the Diary Page, a special 
day of musical events around the village 
will take place during Saturday 23rd 
June. The programme is as follows: 
 10:15am .................. Mr Wilkins' Shilling 
  ........................... clog dancers 
  ........ in Church Street "piazza" 
 12:30pm  ................. Ploughman's lunch 
  ...................  in the Parish Hall 
  ............. music by Nick Breeze 
 3:30pm  ............................. Cream teas 
  ..... in the garden of 88 High St 
  ........ (Tony & Maureen Evans) 
  . music by John Lees & friends 
 6:30pm  .......... "Pimms on the Terrace" 
  .......... at "Pantiles", Church St 
  ....................... (Peter & Isabel) 
  ............ music by Ken Spencer 
Please see the posters for full details of 
events. 

Keith & Julia Masdin 

(continued from page 4) 

I want to thank Helen & Richard Lees for 
organising the trip, including all of the tick-
ets for trains & outings.  They were also 
very kind and looked after everyone in the 
group.” 
The Association is delighted at the enthu-
siasm that this visit has generated. We 
echo  George’s  sentiments  in  thanking 
Helen & Richard.  We hope this splendid 
start will result in more young people in 
Bathford taking part in such ventures in 
the future. 

Tony Woodcock  (859132) 

Bathford Village Shop News  
Welcome to our new Assistant Manager 

BEFA is delighted to welcome Jane 
Weeks as assistant manager at Bathford 
Village Shop. She will focus on supporting 
our volunteers. Please do not hesitate to 
chat to her or any member of staff if you 
have any ideas or suggestions for the 
shop, or if you wish to volunteer either to 
serve at the till or help behind the scenes. 
Chair of B&NES thanks our volunteers 

Maureen Breeze received an award from 
Loraine Morgan Brinkhurst, Chair of Bath 
& North East Somerset Council on behalf 
of all the volunteers.  Volunteers were 
treated to a VIP event – The Chairman’s 
Community Awards Reception at The 
Guildhall  - to recognise their hard work 
on behalf of the community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louise Daniels and 
Margaret Gearty 
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(continued from page 2) 

domestic responsibilities, changing nappies. 
In a sense, there has been a growing together 
of the sexes. In all that is good in these 
developments, it is interesting to reflect on 
whether this means we should blur the 
distinctions between the sexes. Is there a 
sense in which it is good for society for men 
to be men and for women to be women? If 
being ‘a man’ doesn’t mean having ‘the little 
woman’ at home, what does it mean? Have 
men forgotten how to be men? 

Some of this is reflected in what we see on 
television, particularly on children’s TV and 
the mid-evening soaps. Increasingly in recent 
years we have seen strong, capable female 
characters, whilst their male counterparts are 
often portrayed as being ineffectual, 
sometimes rather pathetic. In real life, too, 
men often seem threatened by strong and 
dynamic women. Why is this? Why can’t 
women and men develop their potential 
together without either women being 
oppressed or men abdicating responsibility? 

One Saturday last month, three thousand men 
met together in the Royal Albert Hall to think 
about what it means to be men today living in 
God’s world. We didn’t discover any 
revolutionary new insights or techniques. We 
came away more convinced that what today’s 
society needs men to be is: committed 
husbands and committed fathers, reliable 
friends and reliable colleagues, men 
committed to playing their full part in strong 
and pure relationships. 

We all need role models. It’s interesting to 
reflect on who the men we talk about today 
are: David Beckham, Freddie Flintoff, 
Richard Branson, Alan Sugar … It seems that 
God understands this male need for role 
models. He has provided one for us: ‘the man 
Christ Jesus.’ If you want to know how to be 
a man in today’s world, he’s worth a look. 

How can I start coming to church? 

If you’ve not been to church before, or not 
been for many years, the idea of going to 
church can seem very strange and a bit 
daunting. But it needn’t! Your best bet is to 

try the 10am service on the first and third 
Sundays of the month. On the first Sunday all 
the children stay in for the whole service, 
which lasts for less than an hour. We sing 
songs the children love and they help by 
bashing a tambourine or shaking a maraca, 
waving flags or doing the ‘actions’! There is a 
short talk, accessible to the children and we 
finish with coffee, juice and biscuits. 

But what if I’m looking for a bit more?  

Then the 10am service on the third Sunday of 
each month might be for you! We begin with 
a time for the children just as on the first 
Sunday but then the children go off to their 
own groups in various parts of the building 
and there is a specific time for adults. This 
includes well-known and new songs led by 
our Music Group and a talk which seeks to 
show how the Christian faith is relevant and 
helpful to life today. The talk will be on the 
same theme as the children’s talk. So, if you 
hear something on the first Sunday but would 
like to think about it a bit more, you can come 
back on the 3rd Sunday and we’ll do just that. 

What if I prefer a more traditional service? 

Then there is lots for you as well. Every 
Sunday at 8.15am there is a service of Holy 
Communion from the Book of Common 
Prayer. Or at 10am on the second and fourth 
Sundays there is a communion service with a 
traditional / contemporary ‘feel’ to it at which 
the organ and choir lead the singing of 
traditional hymns and some newer ones. 

Each evening at 6:30pm there is a quiet, more 
reflective service of Evensong. 

We try to make sure there is something for 
everyone, whether you are just enquiring or 
have been coming to church for years. You 
are always welcome to come to any service 
and give them a try. We would love to see you 
and also to hear your views on the way we do 
things. If we can be more helpful to you, 
please do tell us. That’s what we’re here for! 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Tim Ling  
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Bathford Twinning Association News 

Accommodation Wanted 

A party of 29 guests from Artannes will be 
here from 5th-9th July (4 nights); 7 cou-
ples and 15 single people, mostly women.  
Most of the visitors (age group 50/60s) 
will be new to Bathford and, with one ex-
ception, able to speak some English. We 
need offers of accommodation on a B&B 
basis plus dinner on the night of arrival.  
Other meals will be arranged within the 
programme. Please let us have details of 
any rooms you can offer (double, twin and 
single etc) and pass the information to: 
Peter Rideal peter@rideal.freeserve.co.uk 
or T:858322. 
The visiting group are all interested in 
visiting English gardens and a special 
programme has been arranged. They will 
travel by coach each day and hosts will 
only have to get them to & from the pick-
up point. However, hosts take are wel-
come to take part in the garden visits. 
I hope we will greet them in the same 
spirit as they accorded to young people 
from Bathford recently - see below! 

Youth Visit 

A party of 13 young people, accompanied 
by 8 adults and led by Helen & Richard 
Lees, set off for Artannes on 11th April.  
Received with the usual warm hospitality, 
they plunged into a busy and meticulously 
planned week of activities. 
How did it go? Let some of the partici-
pants speak for themselves: 
Anna Connolly (11) has written a full & 
vibrant diary of the whole event. Here are 
just a few quotes from it: 
“Thursday: We had to get up at a normal 
school time because we were actually 
going to school, a French school.  
Azay-le-Rideau: It was wonderful, the 
chateau and the garden; it was a beauty 
inside and out, and also it had a wonder-
ful history to it. Later in the evening we 
went to the town hall to have a special 

bazaar in celebration of our coming from 
Bathford. Afterwards the children and the 
teenagers played 40/40.  
Friday: In the afternoon we had a lovely 
picnic next to a lake with a gorgeous wil-
low to end the beautiful scene. Then we 
went to a marvellous castle, Langeais.  
Saturday: was the day that we spent with 
our family, meaning that we could ex-
plore places. This day we went to the 
local market. The thing with France is 
that it has beautiful markets. 
After a visit to Tours we quickly got 
changed for dinner in the restaurant in 
the village. It was a fantastic evening. 
Afterwards the adults played boules while 
the children did a football match.  
Sunday: Our last morning & we had an 
art lesson with a local artist. The children 
that were good at art did a still life while 
the others did a collage of trees.    
Afterwards we went to see Clos Lucé, the 
house where Leonardo da Vinci lived 
near the end of his life. It was amazing 
what inventions he made and the draw-
ings he did.  
Monday: We didn’t have to get up so 
early but everyone was just as tired and 
there were some tears. The group 
wanted to stay but also go home. When 
we got on the train and finally set out, all 
tried to cheer others up.”  
George Parsons (11) also writes -  
“The trip to France was exhilarating and 
inspired young people to make some 
unlikely new friends. The journey to 
France took a long time on 4 trains, in-
cluding Eurostar and the TGV. 
I personally liked the visit to the zoo best 
as all the animals were in big open enclo-
sures.   
The family I stayed with were extremely 
kind in every way and I want them to 
come back and stay with us. The French 
people were very friendly as we tried to 
speak each others languages. 

(continued on page 6) 
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NOTES FROM  YOUR PARISH  COUNCIL  
(T: 852486, 859007 E: clerk@bathford.net W: www.bathford.net) 

Adoption of new Code of Conduct 

At its meeting on 14th May 2007 the 
council formally adopted the new Code of 
Conduct for members which came into 
force from 3rd May 2007.  The Code sets 
out the standards of conduct expected of 
members of local authorities.  A copy of 
the new Code is available for inspection 
on the parish council’s website 
www.bathford.net or at the Parish Office 
at any reasonable time by appointment 
with the Clerk. 
Co-option onto the parish council 

The deadline for co-opting new members 
following the election is 22nd June 
2007.  The parish council has 2 vacant 
seats that it may fill by co-option.  If you 
would like to come forward for co-option 
as a full member of the council then 
please make your interest known to the 
Clerk or a Councillor and send a brief CV 
to the Clerk by 8th June 2007.  This will 
allow the parish council to consider co-
opting new members at its meeting on 
18th June before the deadline expires. 
Draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  

The draft minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting held on 16th April have been 

prepared and are available for inspection 
on the council’s website, the notice board 
in the shop, or by appointment with the 
Clerk.  The deadline for comments on, or 
amendments to, the draft minutes is 8 
June after which the notes will be pre-
sented to the council for approval at its 
meeting on 18th June. 
Fire appliance Access  in Mountain Wood 

A letter has been received from Avon Fire 
& Rescue informing the council that in test 
runs fire appliances are unable to reach 
all areas of Mountain Wood in the evening 
and during the night due to cars parked 
on either side of the road, particularly 
around sharp bends. The council ac-
knowledges the difficulties for parking in 
the area, but would ask residents to think 
carefully about where they park their vehi-
cles due to the potential risk to life in the 
event of a fire. The parish council will be 
considering the rescue service’s concerns 
in more detail at its next meeting. 
Date of next meeting 

Monday 18th June at 7:30pm in the Par-
ish Office, Bathford Hill 

Ruth Holding , Clerk to Bathford Parish Council 

Confused about Plastic Bottles ? Over the 
next 6 months, B&NES Council will run a 
campaign to help reduce confusion over 
plastic bottle recycling.   
What kinds of plastic can we recycle ? Any 
kind of plastic bottle including milk, bleach,  
pop, sauce, washing-up & shampoo bottles.  
What kind of plastic can’t we recycle ? We 
can only recycle plastic bottles so please 
don’t put other types of plastic such as 
yoghurt pots, margarine tubs, meat trays, 
plastic bags in your recycling box. 
Why only certain kinds of plastic ? We 
currently only have stable markets for plastic 
bottles.  

If we were to recycle other types of plastic, it 
would be very expensive to collect and we 
could not guarantee what would happen to it. 
What happens to the plastic bottles you 
collect ? Bottles are sent to reprocessors in 
the UK and are made into items such as 
recycling boxes, compost bins and drainage 
pipes. 
B&NES Council is looking for venues for  
displays of information on plastic bottle 
recycling. If you know of a suitable place or 
you have any further questions about recycling  
plastic bottles contact: 
 Council Connect on 01225 394041 or 
 email councilconnect@bathnes.gov.uk or 
 visit www.bathnes.gov.uk/wasteservices. 
Lorinda Coombs 

 


